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ME. Lieutenant Colonel. sdrundo carvilJal; Commaridér of thé ‘Bouddoran Aid Toree, 
permitted the local press fo publish on’9"Decérber 1948 his ‘vemarke concerning 
the lack offunds and materiel in thé Air Fox8e. The-refarks were made 
bécausé Faleoni Alarcon, the Ecuadoran Comptroller Gengral » had refused to 
make sufficient funis available tq,operate the iis Foro until the new budget 
was aldocatel. Gertain methbers of “the Army General Staff and the Srred 
“ores deriomced Carvajal for MPejudicing the nation and eonurdiiising jJefense 
secrets.’ Colonel Pinto and Lieutenant Colonel Cesar Alfaro, together with 
other officers, cailad on the Minister of “e°erlse on 11 December and demanded 
that Carvajal be arrested and tried before a military tribunal for misconduct 

in offidbs After 4 proat deal of discussion, Manuel Diaz"Granddos, the 
Winister of Defenses, was convineed that the Army would. remain adamant, so he 
gave vernal ‘orders to have’Carvafal confined “at the ‘Célegio Militar for five 
days pending further investigation of the oaséd" Ca¥va jal ‘finally prosented 
Himself for confinemest’on 13 December, after-he had been warned that he would 

..b6 seized by force ifthe did not Burrender voluntarily, andwis being held 

~“ineotimuttleado st the Colegio Militar. & Azmy.ophofition to 

X1Asa Gatvajal-1s quite bitter and is a contributink factor to thesdifficulties 

arising from his remarks.) 0 0 ae ie a MMboss 0 7 Hie 
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2. On 13 December Diaz-erdered all ‘milftary alnsraft grounded andiimvosed strict 
censorship on Air Teree*communteations. Lieutenant Colonel Bolivar Pico was 
placed’ in termorary command of thé Air Force. A froup of fir Yorce pnilots 
(officers) attempted to contact’ Caswajal, and whenthey were denied admission, 
they proceeded “te hia home and informed hie wife that they would fly on the 
morning of ¥4 December and that’ they worl not obey any offlaer assigned to 
replace him. ALi serviceable planes were airborne on 14 and/or 15 December in 


direot dofiande of the orders of the Minister of Defénse and as a gesture in 


vrotest against the arrest Of Caivajal, .. im eis 


3. & group of Air Forde of ficets-al eo MPSteited o4fvajal's arrest directly. to 
Pyrasident Galo Plaga on 13 Becember 3642, and left with the irvreedién that 
although such an indisoretich should sot pe: ukdimtehed | Saxbejals vault bs 


25X1X6 relieved of his command. OMB eB 
a. Carvajal's arrest has provide’ the opnosition in Guayaquil with excellent 
provagania apainst the vresent Geverriment. Carles” CucvaratMoroie-ani Jose V. 
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Trajille are also using 1t 16 vronapanda in an atternt to ssoure the sunnort 
of wilitary nersonnel arainst the Covernnent. 


On 13 Dacember 194%, the Minister of “ablonal “efanse aimitted sonfictentially 
that the Covernnent. had investirated mmora that 1 ravolutfoniry toverent existed 
in Guayaquil and? found proof to confirm it. On the bisis of this information, 
Diaz orfered a tank “etachwent from the San Antonio Zantonment to vroceed to 
Cuayaquil an’ be prepared to deal with any trouble. In seleeting the personnel 
for tha detachnent, Diaz consulted his side, Cantain Rene Avila, and other 
officers, who sugrested Canteain Montano to command the detachment. Montano 

is believed to be one of the opposition members in the tan! corps, and Avila 
ig al.so believed to be one of the consnirators, which indicates that the | 
Minister of National Defense is in a difficult position, not knowing whom he 
con trust and unayere that he is accenting advice fram officers who are not 
loyal to the Covernnent. 


Lt. Golonel Cesar Alfare, alleged leader of the military opposition, and Major 
Jorge Gortaire, his intermediary with the other covsvirators, have been ma'cing 


_& tour of all Army garrisons, ostensibly to review promotions. They snent two 


days in Cuayaquil and two in Cuenoa, conferring with Cuevara Moreno on both 
occasions. The Cuenca meeting aroused the Government's suspicions, and syecial 
investigators were sant thers in an attempt to discover whether the revolt vould 
start there. Renorts received through Decenber were negative. Alfaro ceparted 
for Loja on 15 Decenber, but Gortaire went to Guayaquil in civilian clothes, 
ostensibly on private ‘mciness. GH Coment.. Should it be fully confirmed 
that Alfaro and Gortaire ate actually enmiped in ravolutionary vlotting, their 
visits to all the lrmy garrisons would nrovide an oxcellent omortunity to 
oreanize 211 units into 2 concerted effort.) 


Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002200350001-2 


